
Mission
YWCA is dedicated to eliminating racism, empowering women and

promoting peace, justice, freedom and dignity for all.

A Message From YWCA San Antonio CEO - Francesca Rattray

What an incredibly busy fall it has been for YWCA San Antonio, with
schools open and ready for programs, our Newcomer's Resource Fair
in September, and the expansion of our health outreach program to
help communities learn about and receive COVID vaccination. Our
dedicated team has been living our mission to eliminate racism and
empower women by ensuring that communities of color learn more
about access to health services and that women return to the workforce
with opportunities for training, child care, and after school enrichment.

September also brought opportunities for community outreach and
engagement with our mission. We participated in The Big Give and
shared this fun video. Thanks to our donors, Doug and Corinne Mcpherson, we were able to reach our
goal to transform our outdoor play area to provide kiddos with the chance for safe and fun interaction with
nature. At our annual Women of Influence Luncheon, presented by Valero, we premiered our "Why Can't
They Just?" videos which aim to change the narrative about poverty, and honored the brave women who
shared their stories. 

Thanks to the generosity and sweat equity of Zachry, the YWCA Olga Madrid Center received a facelift.
The new coat of paint, landscaping, community garden refresh, and building repairs helped to brightened
the Center as a welcoming haven in the Las Palmas neighborhood. Thank you to Zachry for all you do in
the community. 

And thank you to the community for your trust in YWCA San Antonio.

Senior Connection

Senior Connection Program would like to send A SHOUT OUT to our amazing fitness instructors (left to
right/top row); Beatriz Imken, Elaine Moss, Evelyn Soto, Jarelys Castillo, Jeanine Amecucci; (left to right
bottom row) Jorge Gaxiola, Rodney Brown, Tania Trevino and Yvonne Saenz. Physical fitness activities
include; Aqua Fitness, Balance, Chair Aerobics, Chair Meditation, Chair Yoga, Dance Fit, Fit for Life, Joint
Movement, Low Impact, Senior Cardio, Sit & Stretch, Stretch & Tone, Tai-Chi and Zumba Gold. Seniors
can join our instructors for some fun exercises at these City Senior Nutrition Sites; Bob Ross, District 5,
Normoyle, Northeast, Southside Lions, West End and Willie Cortez.

These instructors continue to motivate and keep seniors active for a healthy lifestyle.

For more information or for a City Senior Nutrition Site near you, please contact Dora Gomez at
(210) 380-0516 or Alfredo Olazaba at (210) 433-9922 / aolazaba@ywcasa.org



Child Care

YWCA's Child Care has been busy with plenty of fall
activities. Teachers are always finding creative ways to
keep the children engaged with fun learning activities.
The children celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month with
vibrant crafts and had fun with some pumpkin carving.

On October 28th, YWCA staff will host a Trunk or Treat
in the YWCA parking lot from 5:00pm - 6:30pm, all are
welcomed to stop in for treats.

Are you looking or know someone that is looking to
enroll their child(ren) in child care?

Contact our office at (210) 433-9922. Child Care Staff
is ready to help your little ones navigate through their
learning adventures.

Newcomer's Resource Fair

As part of Welcoming Week, in partnership with the Mexican Consulate, YWCA San Antonio in
collaboration with the Department of Immigration Liaison of the City of San Antonio successfully hosted a
Newcomers Resource Fair on September 18th at YWCA Olga Madrid Community Center.

The Newcomer’s Resource Fair was our first big event since the beginning of the pandemic. The event
consisted of: 

Informational tables
One on one free legal consultations
Presentations about power of attorneys, City of San Antonio Resources and Consular Services 
Meet and greet with Enrique Romero Moreno: Writer, immigrant, former consul of Mexico,
producer of the documentary After the American Dream

More than 200 people from our community were served. Everyone had a great time while learning about
many resources and receiving free legal and health services including Covid-19 vaccines. Moreover,
complimentary child care and prizes were provided during the event. 
To conclude the event a Town Hall meeting was held. The panelists were recognized experts from



different areas such as housing, health, immigration, banking and consular services had the opportunity
to hear the immigrant’s views and challenges faced day by day about public issues.  
The event was a success and we hope to be able to host this event next year. In the meantime, we will
keep our hard work serving our community all year long. 
Special thanks to our vendors and staff who enthusiastically and professionally helped to make this come
true

Health & Wellness

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and YWCA kicked off the month with a free Health Fair for
the San Antonio community to ensure women are taking care of themselves.
The Health Fair was hosted by Communicare, Incarnate Word of Students of Nursing, Amerigroup and
joined by other health organizations to provide free blood pressure, glucose checks, Covid vaccines and
other health services. Approximately 100 participants stopped in to take advantage of the free services
offered.

Pictured below are YWCA's breast cancer survivors that were celebrating Breast Cancer Awareness and
showed up to support the event.

To schedule a mammogram or for further information, contact Norma Cruz (210) 612-5244.

Youth & Teen Programs



RESET serves disengaged youth, ages 16 to 24 year-olds who are neither in school nor working and
need options and resources to guide them toward becoming financially, emotionally, and socially secure
adults. RESET aims to address these areas by providing a career pathway to becoming a certified
Community Health Worker. RESET offers paid training, educational coaching, and case management for
those selected to participate. If you or someone you know would like to be considered for the program,
please contact RESET Manager Crystal Jaco cjaco@ywcasa.org

https://www.ywcasa.org/what-were-doing/health-wellness/cjaco@ywcasa.org
mailto:cjaco@ywcasa.org


Racial Justice & Gender Equity Program

YWCA San Antonio was honored to receive the 2021 Diversity and
Inclusion Award. YWCA's Racial Justice & Gender Equity Program is
making huge strides in the community and raising awareness to
critical conversations. For the full article, please click on the link:
https://bit.ly/30708GF

In 2020, YWCA received funding from the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation and launched its "Why Can't They Just" video campaign.
The campaign is aimed to changed the narrative of women of color in
poverty and the many challenges they face working towards self-
sufficiency. To learn more about "Why Can't They Just", visit their
webpage: https://whycanttheyjust.org/

Big Give

On September 23rd, YWCA San Antonio participated in
Big Give, a one-day online giving platform for nonprofits
across South Central Texas. Everyone is encouraged to
donate on this day, it's a day of giving but also
awareness. This is a time for nonprofits to highlight their
goals and mission to the community.

YWCA jumped on board with a goal to raise $20,000 to
expand its playground. The expansion will provide an
outdoor learning environment for children ages 2-12, to
engage with nature, learn about gardening, science,
nutrition and build social skills.

https://bit.ly/30708GF?fbclid=IwAR2mZqrnzW31dVh0QZdsFMgf-NNaRRd0QyMdGT_5lFrVZ8S8BwoPlQ5Vk2w
https://whycanttheyjust.org/


Thanks to the amazing support of generous donors,
YWCA exceeded its goal of $20,000 and will soon begin
planning the exciting expansion for the children of
YWCA's Child Care.

Thank You to Our Amazing Volunteers

YWCA is shouting at the top of its building... THANK YOU ZACHRY!
Zachry Construction came out to YWCA in full force on Saturday, September 25th with a goal to paint the
Olga Madrid Community Center. Aside from sprucing up the building, volunteers revitalized the
community garden, power-washed the sidewalks and landscaped trees and shrubs.
Volunteers showed up in big numbers and ready to work, they did an AMAZING job and YWCA is
extremely pleased.

Women of Influence

On September 30th, YWCA hosted its 11th Annual Women of Influence Luncheon. The event is the
organization's largest fundraiser.

Women of Influence honored eight courageous women that shared their stories during the Gates Video
Project, titled "Why Can't They Just." The event unveiled the video project and shed light on the
challenges of women of color and aimed to change the narrative of women in poverty.

The event was made possible by our Presenting Sponsor, Valero and many other generous sponsors.
Critical funds were raised to support the services YWCA provides to the San Antonio community.

YWCA is truly thankful for the support of sponsors and individual donors that attended the event.



Visit our website or follow us on social media

https://www.ywcasa.org/

     

https://www.facebook.com/YWCAofSanAntonio/
https://twitter.com/ywcasatx
https://www.instagram.com/ywcasa/

